Florida Ornithological Society
Position Statement on Outdoor Cats
The Florida Ornithological Society (FOS) is deeply concerned about the threat that free-roaming
domestic cats pose to Florida’s native birds, mammals, and other imperiled wildlife. Domestic
cats are non-native carnivores introduced to North America in the 1600’s. Outdoor cats
negatively impact both rare and common species and even people throughout Florida. Cats kept
indoors are great pets and lead considerably healthier and longer lives than cats allowed to roam
outdoors. Accordingly, FOS takes the position that all cats should be kept indoors because of the
reasons listed below which are supported by numerous scientific studies.
FOS does not advocate the inhumane killing of cats by poisoning, shooting, or vigilante activities.
Threats to Bird Populations
Outdoor cats kill millions of Florida birds annually (Lepczyk et al. 2003). In one estimate,
free-ranging domestic cats killed 1.3-4.0 billion birds annually in the U.S. (Loss et al. 2013).
The killing of birds continues even when cats are well fed by humans (Adamec 1976, Loyd
et al. 2013), and fitting cats with bells or declawing them does not prevent them from killing
birds or other wildlife (Nelson et al. 2005). Young birds are especially vulnerable to the
threat of cats because they are usually learning to fly for a few days after leaving their nest.
Threats to Other Wildlife
Domestic cats have contributed to at least 63 animal extinctions and pose a major hazard to
rare and threatened wildlife worldwide (Loss and Marra 2017). In addition to birds, cats
regularly kill other native wildlife including lizards, amphibians, and mammals (Loss et al.
2013). One estimate suggests free-ranging domestic cats kill 6.3-22.3 billion mammals
annually in the U.S. (Loss et al. 2013).
Threats to Cat Health
Cats in a healthy indoor environment live much longer than cats allowed to roam outdoors
(Barrows 2004). Outdoor cats can become infected with feline leukemia virus, feline
immunodeficiency virus, hookworms, roundworms, ringworm, rabies and many other
diseases and parasites that indoor cats are much less likely to contract (Longcore et al.
2009). Hookworms, roundworms, ringworm and rabies are zoonotic (transmissible to
people). Outdoor cats are also vulnerable to getting into fights with other cats, being run
over by cars, and being killed by coyotes, raccoons, or dogs.
Threats to Human Health
Toxoplasmosis is spread by outdoor cats and can kill unborn human babies (Peyron et a.
2016), cause blindness, and lead to many other human illnesses and complications (Aguirre
et al. 2019). Cats that are kept strictly indoors and not fed raw meat cannot become
infected with Toxoplasma. Cats also are the leading vector of rabies among domestic
animals in the U.S. (Blanton et al. 2007).

The Florida Ornithological Society is a statewide organization of bird watchers, professional
biologists, and academic ornithologists. The group publishes scientific articles on Florida’s
wildlife, funds independent research on Florida wildlife, and supports the use of scientific
information in development of public policy. For more information, visit www.fosbirds.org.
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